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SUBJECT: NATO AW ACS - GERMAN CONTRIBUTION TO R & D 
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1 . ON BASIS OE REE B, THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR TODAY 
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ASKED GENERAL ALTENBURG WHAT MIGHT BE THE CHANCES EOR 
THE GERMAN INTERIM CONTRIBUTION TO BE MADE BEEORE 
BUNDESTAG APPROVAL. 

2. ALTENBURG SAID HE SAW NO WAY IN WHICH THIS COULD BE 
HANDLED EXCEPT BY A DIRECT MESSAGE TO MINISTER APEL. 

HE SAID APEL HAD COMMITTED HIMSELE TO THE BUNDESTAG TO 
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ASK FOR NO FURTHER AWACS FUNDING UNTIL BUNDESTAG APPROVAL 
EOR THE ENTIRE SYSTEM HAD BEEN GIVEN, AN APPROVAL WHICH 
ALTENBURG SAID COULD NOT POSSIBLY COME BEFORE THE FALL. 

3. THEREFORE, ALTENBURG CONCLUDED, ONLY MINISTER APEL 
COULD CHANGE THE POSITION CONTAINED IN AMBASSADOR PAULS' 
LETTER, AND ALTENBURG ASSUMED THE MINISTER WOULD DO IT 
ONLY ON THE BASIS OF A PERSONAL REQUEST FROM SECRETARY 
BROWN. 

4. ALTENBURG SUGGESTED, AS A FIRST STEP, TALKING TO 
STATE SECRETARY SCHNELL. 

5. COMMENT: THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR IS CALLING ON 
STATE SECRETARY SCHNELL TOMORROW IN CONNECTION WITH 
ANOTHER MATTER. IF WASHINGTON WISHES, HE COULD TAKE TO 
SCHNELL AT THAT TIME WHATEVER MESSAGE TO APEL WE MIGHT 
WISH TO SEND. 

6. HOWEVER, EROM THE WAY ALTENBURG ADDRESSED THE ISSUE 
IN THIS AND EARLIER CONVERSATIONS, WE CANNOT OFFER ANY 
ASSURANCES THAT APEL WOULD REVERSE THE GERMAN 
POSITION. 

STOESSEL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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